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                     NN-ICB/26-1583 

 

 

Dear Requestor  

Re: Freedom of Information Request 

 

Thank you for your request for information, received on 21 April 2026, regarding Neurodevelopmental 

services. We have processed your request in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 

(FOIA). 

Under the FOIA, public authorities like ours are required to respond to requests for information within 20 

working days. In response to your request, I can confirm that we partially hold the information requested. 

However, please note that some of the information you requested has been withheld. Under the FOIA, 

certain exemptions may apply to protect sensitive information. 

 

Please find below our response to your request: 

This request concerns commissioned and non-contracted activity (i.e. right to choose) 

for neurodevelopmental services. Please provide separate information, where held, for each of the 

following service lines (or, if not available separately, as a combined response clearly identifying what is 

included within the data): 

• Adult autism assessments; 

• CYP autism assessments; 

• Adult ADHD assessments; 

• CYP ADHD assessments; 

• Adult ADHD medication (splitting titration and ongoing medication pathways if 

commissioned separately); 

• CYP ADHD medication (splitting titration and ongoing medication pathways if commissioned 

separately). 

Please provide the following recorded information held by the ICB at aggregate contract or service level 

only: 

 

 

 

 



 

1. For financial years 2023/24, 2024/25 and 2025/26, for commissioned and non-contracted activity 

(i.e., RTC) for each service line: 

a) the planned spend and the actual spend; 

a) the actual activity volume and the actual unit cost;  

b) the contracting model or structure used, for example block contract, activity-based 

contract, framework, spot purchase, Right to Choose, Any Qualified Provider, or equivalent. 

 

 

CYP & Adult Commissioned Services 

Planned spend 

The ICB does not hold this information. Assessment and treatment are 

commissioned through block contracts with NHS providers, and expenditure 

is not recorded in a way that allows a split, proportion or percentage relating 

specifically to neurodivergent assessments. 

Actual spend The ICB does not hold this information for the reasons set out above. 

Actual activity 

volume 

The ICB does not hold this information. Activity is recorded at a service level 

within block contracts and is not disaggregated to assessment only activity. 

Actual unit cost 
The ICB does not hold this information. Unit costs for assessment only 

activity are not calculated within block contract arrangements. 

Contracting model / 

structure 
Block contracts 

 

CYP & Adult Non-Commissioned (Right To Choose) 

Planned spend 

The ICB does not hold this information. Spend for Right to Choose activity 

arises through non contracted activity rather than planned commissioning 

budgets. 

Actual spend 

Section 12 (Cost Limit Exceeded) 

The ICB’s accounts and invoices do include costs relating to Right to 

Choose neurodevelopmental services provided by independent providers. 

However, these costs are not itemised separately and are recorded within a 

wider Learning Disability and Autism non-contract budget. 

To identify and extract the specific costs requested, staff would be required 

to manually review individual invoices and invoice line entries to determine 

whether they relate to Right to Choose neurodevelopmental services. 

Each invoice contains in excess of 100 line items. For the 2025/26 financial 

year alone, the ICB estimates that approximately 5,000 invoice lines would 

require review. Based on an estimated review time of 20 seconds per line, 

this would require approximately 27.8 hours of work. 

Extending this exercise across the three financial years requested would 

require approximately 83 hours of work. 

Under Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, a public authority 

is not obliged to comply with a request where the cost of compliance is 

estimated to exceed the appropriate limit. For NHS bodies, the appropriate 

limit is £450, equivalent to 18 hours of work at the statutory rate of £25 per 

hour. 



 

The ICB therefore considers that the request exceeds the cost limit 

prescribed by the Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate 

Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 and is exempt under Section 12(1) of the 

Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

 

Section 16 – Advice and Assistance 

In accordance with Section 16 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the 

ICB has considered how the request might be refined to fall within the 

appropriate limit. The requester may wish to consider narrowing the scope of 

the request by reducing the time period covered, or by focusing on a more 

specific subset of providers or services. Based on the estimates above, a 

request covering a significantly shorter period may be more likely to fall 

within the appropriate limit. 

Actual activity 

volume 

Section 12 (Cost Limit Exceeded) 

The ICB holds information relating to activity associated with Right to 

Choose neurodevelopmental services. However, this information is not 

recorded in a format that would enable the requested activity volumes to be 

extracted without undertaking the same manual review of invoices and 

invoice line entries described above. 

The ICB therefore considers that compliance with this element of the request 

would exceed the appropriate cost limit under Section 12(1) of the Freedom 

of Information Act 2000 for the reasons set out above. 

Actual unit cost 

Section 12 (Cost Limit Exceeded) 

The ICB holds information relating to payments made for Right to Choose 

neurodevelopmental services. However, unit costs are not recorded 

separately and would need to be identified through the same manual review 

of invoices and invoice line entries described above. 

The ICB therefore considers that compliance with this element of the request 

would exceed the appropriate cost limit under Section 12(1) of the Freedom 

of Information Act 2000 for the reasons set out above. 

Contracting model / 

structure 
Non-contracted activity (Right to Choose) 

 

 

2. For financial year 2026/27, for both commissioned and non-contracted activity (i.e., RTC): 

a) the planned spend; 

b) where held, the associated planned activity volume and unit cost; and 

c) the contracting model or structure planned, for example block contract, activity-based 

contract, framework, spot purchase, Right to Choose, Any Qualified Provider, or equivalent. 

 

CYP & Adult Commissioned Services 2026/27 

Planned spend 

The ICB does not hold this information. Services remain commissioned 

through block contracts and planned expenditure is not recorded at a level 

that enables a split relating specifically to neurodivergent assessments. 



Planned activity 

volume 
The ICB does not hold this information for the reasons set out above. 

Planned unit cost Not applicable. 

Planned 

contracting model 

/ structure 

Block contracts 

 

CYP & Adult Non-Commissioned (Right To Choose) 2026/27 

Planned spend 

The ICB does not hold this information. Spend for Right to Choose activity 

arises through non contracted activity rather than planned commissioning 

budgets. 

Planned activity 

volume 
The ICB does not hold this information for the reasons set out above. 

Planned unit cost Not applicable. 

Planned 

contracting model 

/ structure 

Non-contracted activity (Right to Choose) 

 

 

3. Given the April 2026 restructuring of some ICBs, please explicitly indicate which area the data 

provided relates to and please provide data for all areas managed by your ICB (both in 2026/27 and 

in previous years). 

All information provided in response to this request relates to the Nottingham and Nottinghamshire 

Integrated Care Board geographic area. 

 

If you are unhappy with the way in which your request has been handled, NHS Nottingham and 

Nottinghamshire Integrated Care Board (ICB) has an internal review procedure through which you can 

raise any concerns you might have. Further details of this procedure can be obtained by contacting Lucy 

Branson, Director of Corporate Governance and Assurance via lucy.branson@nhs.net or by writing to FOI 

Team at NHS Nottingham and Nottinghamshire ICB, Sir John Robinson House, Sir John Robinson Way, 

Arnold, Daybrook, Nottingham NG5 6DA. 

If you remain dissatisfied with the outcome of the internal review, you can apply to the Information 

Commissioner’s Office (ICO), who will consider whether the organisation has complied with its obligations 

under the Act and can require the organisation to remedy any problems. Generally, the ICO cannot make 

a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by NHS Nottingham and 

Nottinghamshire ICB. You can find out more about how to do this, and about the Act in general, on the 

Information Commissioner’s Office website at: https://ico.org.uk/for-the-public/. 

Complaints to the Information Commissioner’s Office should be sent to:  

FOI/EIR Complaints Resolution, Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, 

Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Telephone 0303 123 1113 or report a concern via 

https://ico.org.uk/concerns/.   

 

 

mailto:lucy.branson@nhs.net
https://ico.org.uk/for-the-public/
https://ico.org.uk/concerns/


 

Yours sincerely 

 

Freedom of Information (FOI) Officer on behalf of NHS Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Integrated Care 

Board  nnicb-nn.foi@nhs.net 

 

All information we have provided is subject to the provisions of the Re-use of Public Sector Information Regulations 

2015. Accordingly, if the information has been made available for re-use under the Open Government Licence 

(OGL) a request to re-use is not required, but the license conditions must be met. You must not re-use any 

previously unreleased information without having the consent of NHS Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Integrated 

Care Board. Should you wish to re-use previously unreleased information then you must make your request in 

writing (email will suffice) to the FOI Lead via nnicb-nn.foi@nhs.net. All requests for re-use will be responded to 

within 20 working days of receipt. 

mailto:Nnicb-nn.foi@nhs.net
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
mailto:notts.foi@nhs.net

